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You need to know 3 Algebra Properties.
1) Distributive Property 

2) Commutative

3) Associative
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 Commutative Property is about order, and the   

Associative Property is about grouping.

(20 + 17) + 3 = 20 + (17 + 3)

20 + 17 + 3 = 17 + 3 + 20

Order is the same.
Grouping changes.
Associative Property

Order changed.
No grouping changes.
Distributive Property
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